
1 
 

www.coastalquilters.org.nz    

E:  coastal.quilters@gmail.com     

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
An update of the  Special General  Meeting for members who missed the 
November's meeting.   First of all, thank you Denise for presenting the Coastal 
Quilters financial report.  A number of questions were asked and were 
answered by not only the treasurer but also by some of our members, thank 
you.  Hopefully this clarified some things that were queried.  It is also good to 
note that the treasurer will be looking into Xero accounting system which will 
make it easier for new members coming on board. 
  
It was great to see Lorraine and the Bali ladies showing us their special 
purchases, what a wonderful time they all had taking part in different 
workshops and not to forget the amazing shops they visited with copious 
amounts of material on display.  Thank you Lorraine for the slide show 
presentation of all the different sights you all visited and the batik dying 
activities.  I am sure there will be a few people wanting to experience this 
wonderful trip with you next year 
  
Nicky spoke about the need for new members coming on board next year as 
several Committee members will be leaving.   If nobody is willing to come 
forward to make up a Committee sadly Coastal Quilters may have to wind up as 
this is written in Coastal Quilters Constitution. 
  
Looking forward to seeing you at the December Christmas meeting and our 
very own Christmas market.  Please take care and enjoy the nice weather. 
  
Hannie 
  

  
  

Mini Retreat  
A reminder that Mini retreat is coming up this Friday 28 - Saturday 29 November.   Hannie has sent an email 

with full details to all those who have enrolled.   There are still a few spots available.  You can book online, go 

to 'Coastal Quilters' click on Retreats, you will see November Mini Retreat and click on register.  Mini Retreat 

will start on Friday at 1.00 pm with a shared dinner that evening and carry on until about 8ish.  We then go 

home, have a good sleep and return next morning Saturday about 9ish, ready for another good day of sewing 

and chat, all sit down for a shared lunch and then carry on through until after an evening meal of takeaways.  

Come along, bring your handsewing and enjoy each other’s company. 

 

November 2025 Newsletter 

Christmas Meeting 

Saturday, 13 December 2025 
Plimmerton Hall, Sunset Parade, 

Plimmerton 

Doors open: 12.45 pm 

Meeting starts:  1.30 pm 

 

 

Next Sit and Stitch 

Saturday, 24 January  2026 
St Andrews Church Hall 

Doors Open:  10.00am 
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Christmas Fun Meeting - 13 December 
As spoken about at our last meeting, the Christmas meeting will run along the lines of a:  

 

Mini Christmas Market 

We already have a number of requests for tables.  Do you have any surplus fabric, wool or notions you would 

like to pass on to a good home??  We are inviting Club members who may just have a little bit of fabric (or 

wool or notions) that they no longer need, (or a lot!) to have a small stall to enable them to pass it along. 

This would be strictly cash only, and each seller would be responsible for their own float, cash and pricing. 

There will be no charge for members who wish to have a stall. Stalls can be shared as space may be a bit 

limited.  If interested, please email coastal.quilters@gmail.com and advise if you would like a half table or a 

full table. 

 

Table for Raising money for guide dogs 
Jan is a Coastal Quilter's member who lives in the Wairarapa but faithfully comes to the 
Silverstream retreats.  She also does 'puppy raising' for guide dogs and we have had the 
privilege of meeting several generations of puppies at retreat.  
 
At our December meeting we will have a table to sell items to raise money for guide dogs as 
we would like to support this charity. We will be bringing some items but if you have other 
things you would like to bring then please do so.  It would be helpful if you could price items 
before you bring them and appreciated if you take away anything that doesn't sell. 
  
 

We also ask that members bring:  
 a small plate for afternoon tea 

 a cup for tea or coffee 

 a wrapped fat quarter for swap – if you put one in, you take one out! 

 something for the food bank/and a gold coin donation 

 and some cash 
 

 

Christmas Stockings  
We intend again this year donating little Christmas Stockings.  A copy of the pattern is 

attached, if you haven’t got one already. We will gather these all in at our meeting. They were 

greatly appreciated last year and members had a lot of fun making them. 

 

 

Gift Quilts 
Thank you to those contributing recently by way of piecing, quilting and binding. There has been a steady 

flow of quilt projects coming through. We are well on track for our annual gifting to Women's Refuge, plus 

we are exploring other charity areas.  Possible donations include going to Foster Hope and or He Huarahi 
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Tamariki School in Linden.  These will be distributed very soon and we will have a full report in our next 

newsletter.  Alison will be at our December meeting with a few projects for people to work on over the 

summer.  

 

Next Speakers: 
February:   Lyndy from Stitchbird.   

Kia ora, my name is Lyndy and I am a fabric addict! I have always loved sewing and made things for both 
myself and to sell. It was my fabric addiction that led me to start Stitchbird in 2009. 

I could see beautiful fabrics online that were not available here in New Zealand and I needed that fabric! 
Rather than just buy for myself, I contacted the manufacturers and started importing fabrics from Japan and 
Australia, then wool felt from the USA and ribbons from Germany. And so it began … 
Stitchbird is my happy place. It is filled with colour, warmth, personality and a touch of whimsy designed to 

inspire your creativity and flair! I love both vintage looks and modern vibes and you’ll find a mix in store with 

our vintage sheet fabric packs and vintage slow stitching kits alongside fabrics from contemporary designers 

like Ruby Star Society and Heather Ross. 

 

We’re passionate about design and making and we love sharing this. We love helping our customers and 

offering our opinions and guidance and being part of the creative design process. While most of this happens 

in store, we’re also happy to talk on video calls and emails.  I still love to sew when I get time and my fabric 

habit is a lifelong addiction. 

 

Sit & Stitch 
As outlined in our previous newsletter, the club pays $150 for the cost of the hall hire for each Sit & Stitch. 

There has been no attendance fee ever requested so it has been suggested that maybe a Koha be given from 

attendees to cover this cost to the club. The committee would welcome any 

feedback on this suggestion. 

 

Block of Month  
There was a new Butterfly block introduced at our November club meeting and we 
hope everyone was able to pick up a packet.   Over the Summer period we would 
welcome members making any of the previous blocks given during the year so that 
quilts can be finished for the Gift Quilts.  Thank you again. 
 

Library 
Please talk to our librarian Maree if you have any particular books or magazines 

you’d like to see in the library.  The library will be closed at the December meeting.  

 

Classes   

If you plan on attending any class can you please remember to enrol online, 

https://coastalquilters.org.nz/  and then pay for the class.   

 For a class to go ahead there must be a minimum of nine attendees. 
 Confirmation of the class going ahead will be made four weeks out from start date 
 To secure a place within a class, the fee is to be paid in full at least four weeks prior 

to the class 

https://coastalquilters.org.nz/and
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2026 Date s Class Name  Description Payment 
Code 

21 February UFO – Di Barnden UFO or Finish It (tbc) UFO 

21 March  Foundation Piecing – Diana 
Carroll 

Foundation Piecing (see photo previous page) Foundation  

18 April Scrappy Quilts - Marg Davidson  Scrappy 

20 June Birds Quilt – Marg Rogerson  Birds 

 
If you have any suggestions of classes that you would like to do, please talk to Angela Ambler (email 
angelaa@xtra.co.nz) or put a note in the suggestion box which is on the sign-in table on meeting days.  
Occasionally a class will have an additional cost for equipment or materials.  

 Your place in class is not secured until you pay.  Please ensure you register and pay and do not just 
turn up on the day. 

 All classes start at 9.30am (unless otherwise stated) and are held at the St Andrews Church Hall, 
Steyne Avenue, Plimmerton unless stated otherwise.  Please arrive early to set up your machines etc. 

 It is important we each remember to help clear up our own area (table away & floor clean) before leaving – 

we are all volunteers! 

 Please be mindful that attendance at any of our classes is for those members who have  enrolled and 

paid to attend.  Turning up without enrolment or popping in puts extra pressure on our limited 

space, time and tutors.  Thank you. 

When paying online, use the club’s bank account BNZ - 02 0524 0056822 00 and please remember to 

include your name and the  Payment Reference for the class you are doing.   Classes are $40.00 for 

members and $55.00 for non members. 

 

Helper Duties  

If you are unable to do your duty please find another member who you can swap with but if you are stuck 

contact a committee member.  Our pool of members able to contribute, especially with heavy lifting, is 

limited so we really appreciate your offers to help on the day, even though you may not have been down for 

any duty. 
 

 

 
 

 February 2026 March 2026 

Hall:          Lindy Mckeown Lindy Mckeown 

Kitchen:   

 

Annette Veitch 

Rhonda Walmsley 

Leonie Bond 

Trish Carpenter 

Sales:        Jean Corin 
Verena Coleman 
Denise Field 
Nicky Gardner 

Jean Corin 
Verena Coleman 
Denise Field 
Nicky Gardner 

Raffles      Marg Jorgensen Ruth Cameron 

Quilt 

Holders:    

Isobel Whooley 
Emma Addington 

Lisa Avery 

Sandra Baird 

Frames Alz and Janine Armstrong Alz and Janine Armstrong 

Library:    Helen Vesterbeke Jeanette Zimmerman 

mailto:angelaa@xtra.co.nz
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If you are new to helping out with duties, the following is a simple version of what is expected.   

Hall Please arrive by 12.45 to help put out chairs in the hall and at the end of meeting help 
stack any unreturned chairs to back of hall. 

Kitchen Simone brings milk, biscuits and cups etc. Prior to start of meeting,  you need to put 
out cups, biscuits, coffee, milk in jug, make sure zip is boiled and teabags put in pot 
ready for the tea break.  Help pour tea during break and afterwards wash up any cups 
and tidy up kitchen area. 

Sales A committee person (Nicola) will direct you as to what is required eg put out fabrics, 
books etc on sales tables, take in sales and after afternoon tea help pack up and count 
all money taken in. 

Raffles Sit at raffles table and sell raffles!  At end of afternoon tea, count up money taken 
which is then given to Denise Daniel (Treasurer) 

Library Maree and librarian helpers will give you a container of pens and as books are taken 
out, members name and date of return are written on library book cards.  (Return date 
of books is the month following).  Cards to be put in numerical order in container and 
given back to Library Helpers at end of break. 

Other Helpers:   
Jean Corin, Denise Field, Verena Coleman (Sales Table), Simone Etheredge (Chief Tea Lady), Maree Le Comte, Louise 

Shirkey, Judy Elliot (Library), Prue Cooke-Willis (Gift Quilts & Membership), Lesley Hall (Mini-retreat, Sit ‘N’ Stitch), Alz 

and Janine Armstrong (Frames & Photos), Rachel-Mary Perry (Almoner), Raewyn Hill (Greeter) . 

Membership:    Prue Cooke-Willis 027 337 3493  Email:  prudencecw@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Day Raffles 

We’ll have more $25 vouchers included in our February club 

day raffles, from Thimbles and Threads.   

SUGGESTIONS OR CONTRIBUTIONS? 

Have you any ideas for a class, project, book or 

speaker?  Please speak with one of our 

committee or put your ideas into the Suggestion 

Box on the table in the front foyer.  We welcome 

any suggestions. 

Rachel-Mary Perry is our Club Almoner.  Please contact Rachel-Mary on 

021 1705 151 or email rmperry1943@gmail.com if you know of someone 

coping with an illness or bereavement. 

Coastal Quilters Bank Account Number 
Payment of classes, retreats, subs, bus  trips  etc, 

please include your surname and the reason for 

payment  eg subs, Bus trip, class name (payment 

reference)   

Account Name:  Coastal Quilters Inc. 
Bank:    BNZ - 02 0524 0056822 00 
Account No:  02 0524 0056822 00 

Have you changed your address –snail or email or 

phone contact? 

If so, please let Prue (prudencecw@gmail.com) 

know so she can update lists and keep you in 

touch with Coastal Quilters. 

mailto:prudencecw@gmail.com
mailto:rmperry1943@gmail.com
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Committee 2025/26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great podcast about the power of crafting.  She 

interviews Valori Wells, who’s very inspiring. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/nz/podcast/the-quilter-on-fire-

podcast/id1543038352 

 

 

 

 

  

Hannie Van 

Cruchten 

President /Retreats 
021 0338 070 

Shelley Knox Vice/President 

Newsletter 
027 6311 815 

Nicky Gardner Sales Table 021 0711 571 

Denise Daniel Treasurer 021 433 647 

Moira Butterfield Secretary 021 0345 580 

Lindy McKeown  Newsletter/Website 021 2800 315 

Angela Ambler Classes 027 2802 391 

Judith Havill BOM/Gift Quilt 027 3198 235 

Merilyn Maclachlan Speakers 021 0222 1214 

Off Committee 

Roles 

 
 

Maree Le Comte Librarian 04 232 4425 

Prue Cooke-Willis Membership and 

Gift Quilts 
027 337 3493 

Alison Spurdle Gift Quilts 027 306 2822 

Mark these following retreats 

in your diary 

Mini Retreats – St Andrews 

Church Hall 

 Friday 28 and Saturday 29 November 

2025 

 

2026 

 Friday 27 and Saturday February 2026 

 Friday 26 and Saturday 27 June 2026 

 Friday 27 and Saturday 28 November 

2026 

 

Full Retreats – Silverstream 

Retreat 

 1-3 May 2026   and 28-30 Aug 2026 

 

 

Symposium 2026 

The next Symposium will be held in 

Christchurch 1-6 October 2026. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/nz/podcast/the-quilter-on-fire-podcast/id1543038352
https://podcasts.apple.com/nz/podcast/the-quilter-on-fire-podcast/id1543038352
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2 x Lisa Avery 

Mary Goldsbury 

2 x Sue Tattersall 

2 x Patricia Fouhy 
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2 x Nicky Gardner 

Prue Cooke-Willis 
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Coastal Quilters Events Calendar 2025/26 

November 28-29 Mini Retreat,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

December 13 Last Club Meeting for year and Christmas Party, Plimmerton Hall 

2026   

January 24 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

February 14 Club Meeting, Plimmerton Hall Speaker Lindy from Stitchbird 

 27/28 Mini Retreat,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

March 14 Club Meeting, Plimmerton Hall 

 21 Class:  Foundation Piecing – Diana Carroll 

 28 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

April 11 Club Meeting,  Plimmerton Hall 

 18 Class:  Scrappy Quilts, Marg Davidson 

 25 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

May 1-3 Full Retreat Silverstream 

 9 Club Work Day,  Plimmerton Hall 

 23 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

June 13 Club Meeting, Plimmerton Hall 

 20 Class:  Birds Quilt, Marg Rogerson 

 26/27 Mini Retreat,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

July 11 AGM and Club Meeting, Plimmerton Hall 

 25 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

August 8 Club Meeting, Plimmerton Hall 

 22 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

 28-30 Full Retreat Silverstream 

September 12 Club Meeting, Plimmerton Hall 

 26 Sit and Stitch,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

October 1-6 Quilting Symposium 2026 – Threads of our Time, Christchurch 

 10 Club Work Day,  Plimmerton Hall 

November 27/28 Mini Retreat,  St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton Alz 


