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President’s Piece 
I hope those members that went to our last club meeting enjoyed listening to 
Janice Swan from Sort Out Services, as much as I did.  Her talk certainly 
brought back memories for me of when my sisters and I cleared out our 
Aunt’s house and flat, and my mother’s 4 bedroom, double garage, art studio 
and conservatory property.  At times there was a lot of hilarity and 
reminiscing on finding certain objects or photos, luckily we got on pretty well, 
it was good sisterly bonding. 
 
On Saturday I went to Southward Car Museum to see the Kapiti Quilters 
Exhibition, what a wonderful and varied selection of quilts was on display 
providing a wealth of inspiration.  There was also a wide variety of merchants 
with many beautiful and essential products. 
 
Thank you to those members who have suggested potential classes for 2022, 
we will look into the availability of tutors to run these classes.  So if you have 
a quilting technique or quilt style you would like to learn, please do let us 
know. 
 
We are still looking for someone to sew on the labels and arrange the 
distribution of our Gift quilts.  As Christine McKenna mentioned at the last 
meeting, this job is a lot easier now that we just gift the quilts we have 
completed, rather than selecting quilts for a specific age or sex.  So if you 
think you would be able to do this job, please do get in touch with me, I know 
Christine will be only too happy to get you up to speed. 
prudencecw@gmail.com OR 
coastal.quilters@gmail.com 
 
Our May meeting is a Work Day, so until then, keep safe and keep using the 
Covid 19 App. 
 
Prue Cooke-Willis  

   
Sit and Stitch:  
Saturday, 24 April 2021 

St Andrew’s Church Hall. 

Contact Lesley Hall for more 

information. 

 

Next Club Meeting   
Saturday, 8 May 2021 

Work Day 

Doors open 10.00 am 
 
Checklist for Meeting: 

 Projects 

 Sewing machine/table 

 Extension cord 

 Mug/waterbottle and food 
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Thinking of Joining the Committee? 
Under the Club Constitution a member can be elected to the key roles of president for a maximum of two 
years and the Secretary to three years.  Consequently at our AGM in June Prue, who has done an amazing job 
steering the committee as President for the past two years, will have to step down as President and  the  
position will become vacant.   This is early notice to everyone to get your thinking caps on - would you be 
interested in joining the Committee?  Have a think or talk to a committee member. 
 
Everyone brings something to the table in experience and commitment and a shared interest in quilting and 
creativity.  Whether you have already been on the committee or a newbie wanting to come on board, now is 
the time to step forward.  We would love to have you join us. 

 
Member Profiles 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed so far to our Profiles.  I hope you enjoying reading Nicky’s  and 
Sally’s stories below, both being very keen embroiderers as well as quilters.  So much talent in our club. 
 

Nicky Gardner  
I hated sewing lessons at school, but my mother-in-law, a skilled embroiderer 
and artist, demonstrated the creative freedom possible through embroidery. I 
joined the Embroiderers’ Guild in Palmerston North and contributed to a few 
community projects, took classes and challenged myself by entering exhibitions 
(eg rhododendron picture).  However, I realised that there was a limit to the 
number of embroideries that can hang on the wall! This, and my love of dyeing 
fabric, led me to the possibilities of quilting. 
 
A few years ago I joined Coastal Quilters so I could attend Lisa Walton’s surface 
design class, which was a lot of fun.  Continuing this theme, I set up the ‘Colour 
Interest Group’, where we follow structured exercises on colour theory and 
have ‘play days’ to explore dyeing and surface design.  I really enjoy the interaction with the other members 
of this group and we learn a lot from each other. 
 
I’m not a great one for following other people’s patterns exactly, but love adapting them or 
designing my own. An example was the textured quilt made for my mother’s care home. 
 
 I still enjoy free motion machine embroidery (eg bluebell wood) and intend to 
incorporate this into quilts sometime. 
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Sally Ross 
Stitching began for me at a very early age.  Mum sewed and there was always 
something to do.  I did a lot of spinning and weaving until my young boys 
removed the moving parts of the loom and spinning wheel for their toys!!  
 
Then came the embroidery and quilting....Quilting caught my interest when the 
children were small. Living near to the Quilt Connection in Lower Hutt at that 
time helped enormously, through their great classes and tutors.  Later when we 
moved to Karori, Piece by Piece was within easy walking distance and Nancy’s 
was just down the road. This was dangerous to my wallet and my spare room, 
which now has little storage space left!! 
 

With embroidery I love everything from 
crewel, cross stitch and stumpwork, through 
to beautiful tapestries, which I find relaxing 
to work with. Excitingly we are currently 

learning some new stitches at Guild with the 
Schwarm project. 
 
I have enjoyed various projects with 
quilting, starting with the usual samplers 
and 9 patches,  then onto appliqué and then 

still to be finished Baltimore Quilt!!  I have a couple of Michelle Hills William 
Morris quilts started, and was lucky enough to attend one of her last classes at 
the Christchurch Symposium in 2017.  Then began the hexie phase, thank you 
Anna Hicks for your wonderful class!!  
 
Now that I am a grandma I have been making quilts for my grand daughter and 
for others having babies.  Lately I have been concentrating on finishing some 
kits I have picked up over the years.  Recently I attended Di Barnden’s brilliant 
ruler course with great ideas for all my many UFOs,  of which there are a few. 
These will certainly keep me busy in my retirement: whenever that will be!! 
 
Best advice you have been given -   Enjoy the journey!!   Whether it be 
embroidery or quilting, I make time for both.  I love going to Symposiums and 
Quilt shows, finding out what’s new and being inspired by others’ projects and 
colour combinations.  We are so lucky to belong to such a friendly and welcoming guild that provides 
lots of opportunities for us to learn and be creative. 
 
 
 

What’s coming up? 
 

Sit N Stitch Day (24 April) 
If you’re a newbie and haven’t been to any Sit N Stitch Days, they are always 

a good day to catch up with others, have a cuppa and lunch and pick up lots 

of quilting tips.  Everyone is most welcome to come for the day or part of the 

day. 
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Club Work Day (8 May) 
Our next club in May will be a work day.  Doors open at 10am.  If you have any fabrics or 

bits and pieces you want to sell please feel free to set up a table for selling.  The  Sissex 

cutting machine will also be available for use with all the new exciting cutting dies.  If 

anyone is keen to do demonstrations of any sort we would love to hear from you - 

please contact Prue. 

 

 

Silverstream Retreat  (28-30 May) 
Registration and payment in full for our upcoming retreat on 28-30 May is required by 

Wednesday 12 May.   We look forward to seeing lots of members attending.  An enrolment form 

is attached separately.   Please complete and send to cqretreats@gmail.com   

Rimu Court at Silverstream Retreat is a great facility with good lighting, hotel-style bathrooms, and delicious 

meals. There's also a huge table for pinning quilts on. The accommodation is shared bunk style rooms - we 

only use the bottom bunks. A short stroll across the carpark gets you to the dining room.  

You can either live-in for the weekend (Friday from 2pm to Sunday 3pm) or just come for the Saturday, (9.00 

am to after dinner). The costs are full weekend $175 (or $185 for non-members), Saturday only $25 (or $30 

for non-members). To secure your place please make payment by internet banking - Bank a/c 02-0524-

0056822-00 - remembering to include your name and 'retreat' in the payment details.  It's a great 

opportunity to spend a large chunk of time sewing while getting to know club members better.   

Want to find more information? Got some questions - email them to cqretreats@gmail.com.   

 

June Club Day 
Our speaker for our June meeting  is our very own Camilla Watson – see below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cqretreats@gmail.com
mailto:cqretreats@gmail.com
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Mini Retreat 23-24 July 
Please note that in our last newsletter it said the Mini Retreat would be in June.  Apologies but this should 
have read July.   Mini Retreat will be held on Friday, 23 and Saturday, 24 July. 
The mini retreats are always great fun and a chance to get to know each other.  An enrolment form is 
attached separately and should be completed and sent to cqretreats@gmail.com or brought to our next Club 
meeting.  

Block of the Month  
Patterns for Part  3 of each of the Summer and Winter BOMs were emailed out to 

everyone after our last meeting.   They will also be available on our website under Blocks 

of the Month, together with previous months’ versions.  It was great seeing what  Louise 

has produced so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News  
No more books or magazines have been received at time of 

writing this.  As our next meeting is a Work Day the library 

wont be open until June meeting. 

 

Don’t forget  if you have anything in particular you would like 

to see on our shelves or have any suggestions please let our 

Librarian Wendy know. 

 
You know you are a Quilter if …….. 
(My sister-in-law gave me this when I first started quilting and I think I can  now qualify according to the 

below) 

There’s more fabric in the house than food 

“Fat Quarters” are not the heaviest part of your body 

Your ironing board is always set up, but you never iron clothes 

You clean up your sewing room and they think you are leaving 

People are always picking threads off you 

Your ‘UFOs’ are not from outer space 

You have a ‘stash’ and it isn’t illegal 

You can measure a scant quarter by eye 

You stroke fabric! 

mailto:cqretreats@gmail.com
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Up-coming Classes  

If you have any suggestions of classes that you would like to do, please talk to Alz or put a note in the 
suggestion box which is on the sign-in table on meeting days.   

 Occasionally a class will have an additional cost for equipment or materials.  

 Your place in class is not secured until you pay. 

 All classes start at 9.30am and are held at the St Andrews Church Hall, Steyne Avenue, Plimmerton 
unless stated otherwise. 

 
When paying online, use the clubs bank account BNZ - 02 0524 0056822 00 and please remember to include 

your name and the  Payment Reference for the class you are doing.  

Particulars: Your Name       Code: Class Payment Reference  (see below) 

Name of class Tutor Date Notes Payment Reference 

Quilt as you Go Diana Carroll 15/05/2021 Details to come QltGo 

Mid Year Finish It Di Barnden 19/06/2021 Details to come FinItJun 

Colouring Course Dianne Southey 17/07/2021 Details to come Colouring 

Hexagons 
 

Di Barnden 21/08/2021 Details to come Hexies 

Jelly Roll Dianne Southey 18/09/2021 Details to come Jelly 

Tba Anna Hicks 16/10/2021 Details to come AnnaH 

Finish It 
 

Di Barnden 20/11/2021 Details to come FinItNov 

 

Meeting Duties 

 

Leza Marfell (Sales Table), Sharon Ferguson (Chief Tea Lady), Louise Shirkey and Christine Johnco (Library), 

Marge Hurst (Gift Quilts), Lesley Hall (Mini-retreat, Sit ‘N’ Stitch), Alz and Janine Armstrong (Classes, Frames 

& Photos), Rachel-Mary Perry (Almoner), Nicky Gardner (Retreats), ?  (Speakers Liaison), Angela Ambler 

(Greeter) . 

June 2021 
 

July 2021 (check next newsletter) 

Hall:          Camilla Watson 

Di Barnden 

Hall:          

 

Kitchen:   Lisa Avery 

Margaret Avery 

Kitchen:   

Sales:        Gloria Wilding 
Robin Williams 
Margaret Wright 

Sales:        

Raffles      Brenda Anderson Raffles      

Quilt 

Holders:    

Chris Bongiovanni 

Alison Tierney 

Quilt 

Holders  

Frames Alz and Janine Armstrong Frames 

Library:    Jeanette Zimmerman Library:   
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PLEASE SWAP WITH ANOTHER MEMBER IF YOU CAN’T DO YOUR DUTY 

 Please arrive at the hall at 12:45 pm if you are on a duty that sets up the hall/tables.  

 If you are unsure of your duties see Angela when you arrive.  

 Thank you in advance for doing your duties.   

 They really are important and your efforts are gratefully recognized.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your 2020/21 Committee 

 

Website and Facebook 
Our latest newsletters can be found on our website www.coastalquilters.og.nz 

It’s great to see Facebook being used by more members.  If you are not already using it, 

please consider joining. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prue Cooke-Willis President 027 337 3493 prudencecw@gmail.com 

Gayle Carmichael Vice President 027 602 7888 manager@plimmertonboatingclub.org.nz  

Lindy McKeown  Newsletter Editor 021 2800  315 McKeown.lindy@gmail.com 

Janine Armstrong Treasurer  04 235 8402 janine.armstrong@windowcleaners.co.nz 

Janice Emeny Secretary  04 233 1763 remeny@xtra.co.nz 

Isobel Whooley Block of the Month 04 299 3689 isobelwho@hotmail.com  

Wendy Neilson Librarian 04 280 6576 wsigwn@gmail.com 

Alz Armstrong Classes  alzarmstrong@gmail.com 

Suggestion Box 
Have you got an idea for a class or a speaker?  Do 

you have an idea for the website?  The committee 

would love to hear from you!  Or, you can pop 

your suggestion into the ‘Suggestion’ box which is 

on the sign-in table in the foyer. 

Almoner 
If you know of a member who has suffered a 

bereavement or illness please Rachel-Mary Perry 

(rmperry1943@gmail.com) and a card will be sent 

on behalf of the club to let them know we are 

thinking of them. 
Coastal Quilters Bank Account Number 
Payment of classes, retreats, subs, bus trips  etc, 

please include your surname and the reason for 

payment  eg subs, Bus trip, class name (payment 

reference) 

BNZ - 02 0524 0056822 00 

Have you changed your address? – snail or email?  
If so please let the person in charge of membership 

know so they can update lists and keep you in touch 

with Coastal Quilters.   

Updating Contact Details 
With a number of people no longer having landlines and just having cellphones,  there have been a few 

occasions lately when we have been unable to contact members.  Please if you have a different contact 

phone number or address can you please email your updated details to coastal.quilters@gmail.com 

Thank you. 

 

http://www.coastalquilters.og.nz/
mailto:prudencecw@gmail.com
mailto:manager@plimmertonboatingclub.org.nz
mailto:McKeown.lindy@gmail.com
mailto:isobelwho@hotmail.com
mailto:wsigwn@gmail.com
mailto:rmperry1943@gmail.com
mailto:coastal.quilters@gmail.com


8 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

SHOW AND TELL APRIL 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Alison Tierney 

2. Margaret Wright 

3. Di Barnden 

4. Jenny Allen 

5. Sue Bracken 

6. Judith Shilling 

7. Pru Cooke-Willis 

8. Louise Shirkey 

1  Isobel Whooley 

2  Merilyn Maclachlan 

3  Anne-Marie Dunlop 

4  Alison Tierney 

5  Hannie Van Cruchlen and 

6  Alz Armstrong 

7  Anne-Marie Dunlop 

8  Nicky Gardner 

9 

4 

5 

7 

3 
2 

8 9 

6 

1 
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Coastal Quilters Events Calendar 2021 

May 8 Tote & Gloat -  Rose City Quilters 
 Arena 2, 61 Pascal St, Palmerston North 8.30 – 5.00 pm, Entry $15.00 

 8 Club Work Day 

 8 Quilters Day Out – Otago Quilters 
Dunedin City Baptist Church, 19 Main South Road, Dunedin 10.00 – 4.00 pm 

 14-16 The Great NZ Quilt Show 
Energy Events Centre, Rotorua.  Hosted by Aotearoa Quilters 

 15 CLASS:  Quilt as you Go – Dianna Carroll 

 28-30 Silverstream Retreat 

June 4-7 HANDMADE in Wellington  Festival of Making in Wellington, Queens 

Birthday weekend. See http://handmadenz.co.nz/ 

 19 CLASS:  Mid Year Finish It – Di Barnden 

July 17 CLASS:  Colouring – Dianne Southey 

 23-24 Mini Retreat, St Andrews Church Hall, Plimmerton 

August 21 CLASS:  Hexagons – Di Barnden 

September 18 CLASS:  Jelly Roll –  Dianne Southey 

October 16 CLASS:  Anna Hicks tba 

 29-31 Silverstream Retreat 

November 20 CLASS:  Finish It 

2022   

October 4-9 Quilt Symposium 2022 – A Quilting Fiesta 

Lower Hutt 
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Coastal Quilters - Winter Row By Row 2021 

Part 3  

 

Part 3: Basket of apples and blown leaves 

Background: Cut 4 x 8.1/4” squares, I put a lightweight iron on interfacing on the back as I plan to satin stitch 
most of the edges.  Alternately you can cut one background piece –  
8 1/4” x 32 1/4” 

Trace the shapes – landscape, tree, basket leaves and apples/leaves! Cut from Steam a seam.  I 
planned to put leaves in the basket however found apple fabric in my statch. 

Place landscape first – stitch, place tree and basket, last is apples and leaves - satin stitch, 
buttonhole or raw edge – you have less ends if you start stitching where the next piece will cover 
it!   Pull all threads to the back. 

If you find your needle gets sticky from sewing through the Steam-a-seam or Visoflex – wipe the 
machine needle with nail polish remover and continue using! 
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Coastal Quilters - Summer Row By Row 2021 

 Part 3: Sun Umbrella   

 

Background: Cut 4 x 8.1/4” squares, I put a lightweight iron on interfacing on the back as I plan to 
satin stitch most of the edges. 

Alternately you might like to cut one piece – 8 1/4” x 32 1/4” 

Trace the shapes – Umbrella sections and handle onto steam-a-seam! 

Place your sand fabric and stitch it down along the top edge first. Add the sun in at any stage.   Iron 
on the handle – satin stitch, (I aligned the handle diagonally across the square. Place umbrella 
sections.  

I varied the umbrella sections in each panel.  Stitch down. 
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